THE 
BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


No. 7. 


Vor. XXXVIUI. Wesonespay, Marca 1, 1848, 


THE SUMMER AND AUTUMNAL FEVERS OF THE CONNECTICUT 


voto of tha Society, for the Medical and 
Havine had the honor of being designated to address you on the pre- 
sent anniversary, I have selected for my. ap “ The Summer and A» 
tumnal Fevers of the Connecticut River Valley.” In executmg this 
task, I shall make no attempt at a display of medical literature, but give 
a plain statement of such facts as have fallen under my observation 
during the last thirty years, in relation to the phenomena and treatment 
of these fevers. It may be well, perhaps, in the outset, to give a sut- 
cinct topographical view of the field of observation. Ph FB thie 

Most of the cases of fever 8 which these observations are founded, 
occurred in the towns of Windsor, Hartland, Woodstock, Reading, 
Wethersfield, Springfield, Cavendish and Chester. Windsor is in 43° 
29’ north latitude, and lies on the west bank of Connecticut river. We 
have in the region of the above-named towns a gteat diversity of surface, 
it being thrown into mountains and valleys, hills and gently-sloping plains, 
Its geological formation is decidedly primitive. Numerous rivers and: 
streams intersect the country, and everywhere afford water power for 
manufacturing pu . Torender this power available, numerous ars 
ficial ponds can n created by damming the streams, which in very 
dry times, by use and evaporation, frequently become dissipated, leaving 
large quantities of vegetable matter exposed to the influence of the sun, 
and thereby becoming fruitful sources of disease. Along these rivets 
and brooks, are in many’ places low alluvial grounds. e have here 
also numerous swamps, though none of any great extent, filled with half: 
decayed vegetable matter, the accumulation of ages, and in caleario-mi- 
caslate districts lined with a substratum of shell: marl. ‘The soil is zene- 
tally a sandy, approaching to a clay loam, strong and productive, and 
highly cultivated. The population is agricultural and manufacturing, 
temarkable for industry and moral worth, and arnbitiows'to be distin 
guished for their love of neatness and domestic: comforts. 4 

In relation to the early history of contineed fevers in’ this section 
of the Connecticut River Valley, facts have cottie down to us. ‘ From 
Dr. Gallup's: sketches of epidemie ‘diseases! in ‘the. Brate’ of Vermont, 
published m 1815, we gather that im 1797, fevers, whieh hed formerly 
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been called inflammatory, bilious or remittent, seemed to assume a more 
formidable aspect. They were now called, by some, typhus, and by 
others putrid. In some instances the patient would be affected with 
yellowness of the skin, and without any particular affection of the region 
of the liver. The following year, 1798, this putrid typhus prevailed 
in Royalton, Hanover and Windsor, and I remember reading, many years 
ago, when a medical student, either in the New York Medical Reposi- 
tory, or the Medical Museum, published in saat rat an account of 
this fever, and which was headed “yellow fever in Windsor, Vermont.” 
__[t appears, from some manuscript records left by Dr. Isaac Story, 
who practised, two years previous to his death, in Windsor, that typhus 
fever of a very putrid character prevailed inthe vicinity during the 
summer and autumn of 1799, 1800 and 1801. Almost all of these 
cases occurred in valleys or near alluvial grounds, and were protracted in 
their duration and severe in their forms. In many large families eve 
member, young and old, was attacked by it, and in many’ cases: it 
proved fatal. The disease seemed to commence earlier in the season in 
those days than at present, as, cases often occurred in May and June. 
‘The country was then new,.and almost every farm was in the process 
of being cleared of its forest growth. of timber, and a large amount of 
decaying. vegetable matter was exposed to the early summer sun, pro- 
ducing that invisible, intactable malaria or miasm, which seems to: be 
one of the most common sources of fever. For many years after this 
period, it appears that typhus did not prevail as an epidemic, but every 
summer and {el brought sporadic cases, the general character of which 
agreed with Cullen’s description. of continued) fever. During the sum- 
mer and autumn of 1813, these sporadic cases were distinguished by 
unusual malignity, and were unusually fatal. ‘The year 1814 was mark- 
ed for the universal prevalence of typhus throughout the Union. Dar- 
ing this epidemic, I believe in no case was the fever protracted beyond 
the twenty-first day, nor did it generally terminate previous to. the four- 
teenth. The brain and nervous system were the principal seats of local 
disease, complicated with the’ general febrile affection; but. in some 
cases the digestive tube suffered more than any other viscera, giving mse 
to tympanitis, diarrhoea, and probably to ulceration, and in fatal cases to 
pertoration of the coats of the, intestines. At that period it. was not 
nown that Peyer’s and, Brunner’s glands were seats of disease in cases 
of typhus, either as the cause of the febrile affection or as consequent 
upon the general disease, Of course post-mortem examinations of: per 
sons dying of fevers were seldom made. _ Duriog this period, and ‘for 
many. years thereafter, in no case that fell, under .my observation, did 
there. appear any sensible perspiration ‘upon the skin until.a solution of 
the. disease, and. when that did occur we were sure that the fever would 
decline immediately, and in ‘a few day be entirely gone. 


this ‘epidemic, after the precursory symptoms, which generally last- 


ed from a few, hours to.as many days, had passed off, the patient's skin 
became, hot, and dry, the; pulse frequent, full and. somewhat hard) cot 
tiveness and considerable thirst; prevailed ; pains in the limbs, back; head 
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and back of the neck; and the tongue was covered with a yellowish fur. — 
These continued generally for the first week, when the pulse became 
more frequent, and less hard, anxiety and restlessness prevailed, ringing 
in the ears and slight delirium in some cases, and in all the evening 
exacerbations and morning remissions were observed. In mild cases 
these symptoms continued for one, two or three weeks, when the pulse be- 
caine gradually less frequent, and more soft, the tongue lost its fur and 
became clean, a gentle perspiration broke out over the whole body and 
limbs, the urine assumed a lighter color and deposited a flaky sediment, 
the secretory organs regained their functions, the appetite returned, and 
health and strength were restored. | | 

In severe or malignant cases, symptoms of a more alarming nature 
made their appearance. In these cases the danger seemed to arisé from — 
local disease superadded to the general affection of the whole system. 
The viscera contained in one or the other of the three great cavities were 
the seats of local disease, and if not successfully combated the follow- 
ing symptoms arose. The pulse became irregular; great anxiety or 
stupor supervened ; low muttering delirium, starting of muscles and 
‘tendons, involuntary evacuations by stool and urine, picking at the bed- 
clothes or imaginary objects in the air, hiccough, and other symptoms 
of like character, preceded the fatal termination ; although many, under 
judicious treatment and careful nursing, recovered, when most of these 
alarmiag symptoms had made their appearance. | 
~The treatment found most useful in this epidemic was that which was 
best calculated to obviate or subdue the local lesions that occasionally 
arose in the case, and to treat the general disease on the temporizin 


or expectant plan. The use of the lancet was seldom required, an 


when used was oftener productive of bad than of good’ consequence. 


‘Emetics and eathartics were necessary in the earlier stages of the disease, 
but, as often happened in bad cases in the latter period of this fever, a 


diarrhoea supervened, and astringents were called for. Biliary 
by the use of calomel or blue pill; local 
inflammations by fomentations, blistering, sinapisms, cupping, &c. When 


‘this mode of treatment was pursued, but few patients were lost; but 


when an opposite course was adopted, cases became intractable, severe, 
and often fatal. Ya 
From 1814 to 1825, nothing unusual appeared in the few‘cases of 


‘typhus that yearly made their appearance. But in 1825, these fevers 


assumed a new and wery different aspect from those seen’ for matty 
years previous. 4t appears, from a record [ made of the weather at that 
time, that the previous winter was more mild in its general character 
than usual, yet was subject to the ‘most extreme'changes, from a mild 
temperature to the most intense cold. The fore part of December was 
mild as autumn, till about the middle, when it became suddenly extremely 
cold, after which it was mild till the 25th January, when the mercury 
stood at 18° below 0 at sunrise; and the next day, the ‘26th, it thawed 


day by the heat of the’sun. With the exception of a” few: of such 
sudden changes, the whole of that winter ‘was: characterized by unusa- 
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ally warm weather; winds blowing generally from the south, loaded 
with moisture and exhalations. ‘The consequence was one of the most 
wide-spread epidemics known for many years, affecting indiscriminately 
almost every person. It occurred in the various forms of influenza, 
pneumonia, pneumonia typhoides, &c., affecting severely the mucous 


‘membranes of all the air passages; and towards the close of the epi- 


demic, many cases occurred in which abscesses formed in the ears and 
nose. It prevailed most during the month of February, but did not 
wholly subside until the beginning of April. In June a severe drought 
‘commenced, which continued for nearly a year, so that many wells, 
which had not known the want of water before, became dry, and some 
continued so for ten months. This epidemic continued-fever commenced 
in July and lasted till November. In some cases the precu 

symptoms were slow in their progress, so that the patient would be 
several days neither well nor much indisposed. In other cases, espe- 
cially when several were sick with the disease in the same family, in 


_crowded situations, and particularly where cleanliness was not much.ob- 


‘served, persons would be seized with such violence, and the 


-of the disease would be so rapid, that they would be prostrated at once. 


»The attack was ushered in by a sense of languor and debility, pains 
along the back of the neck and down the spine, accompanied bya 
coldness of the skin and rigors, ‘The respiration was hurried, and the 
pulse small and frequent. After the lapse of a few hours in some 
- eases, and several days in others, this chilliness and rigors were succeed- 
ved by continued heat, with pain in the head, nausea at stomach, and 
~pestlessness. The pulse for the first few days was rather full and fre- 
| quent, tongue slightly coated, and thirst not very urgent; skin dry, and 
bowels constipated. When this state of things had lasted a few 
days, a remission of the fever would take place, and a profuse perspire- 
tion break out over the trunk, or limbs, or both ; yet, as a general rule, 
this sweat, though profuse, would be partial. The pulse would become 
‘slow and soft, and for a short time everything would indicate an ap- 
_ proaching crisis of the disease. Yet all these flattering symptoms were 
; delusive, for immediately the skin would become dry and hot, the feb- 
rile excitement return, and the former train of symptoms continue fora 


time, to be again succeeded by remissions and exacerbations, until 8 
solution of the disease relieved the patient, or these and other more 


_ alarming symptoms led to a fatal result. Slight delirium was very fre- 
quent, but a tympanitic state of the bowels was noticed in very: few 
eases. But the nervous system was more particularly implicated im the 
disease. Visceral lesions of the abdomen, savcubeliee sometimes 0c- 
curred; as functional derangement of the liver, giving rise, in some 
_ eases, to a morbid secretion of bile, and, from its being regurgitated into 
the stomach, to bilious vomiting. In other cases a strong tendency t0 


manifested itself, often rendering them perplexing and difficult 


to manage. These cases run an unusually protracted course. Of abou 
‘fifty cases which came under my treatment, none were protracted be- 
. yond, the thirtieth day ; but I had occasion to be consulted in cases thet 
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run on for more than forty days, and some, I was credibly informed, 
continued for sixty days. From these cases convalescence was ex- 
trernely slow. 
The efficient cause of this epidemic appears to me to have been a 
malarious condition of the atmosphere, occasioned by the peculiarity of 
the season. It is true cases appeared on hills as well as in valleys; 
but when we consider all the circumstances, I think we may see why 
it is so. During the warm months, the temperature of valleys is aug- 
mented by reflected heat from their sides; of course, the air in these 
valleys, loaded with malaria, rises to the summits of the surrounding hills ; 
hence we see those inhabiting these hills often the subjects of fever. 
I had five cases in one house on the top of an elevation of about a 
thousand feet above the Valley of Black river branch. Isolated upon this 
summit are three farms, lying in a basin, surrounded on all sides, ex- 
cept the west, by steep acclivities, and at the bottom of this basin ate 
found large tracts of swampy grounds overrun with a rank vegetable 
growth, and which during the great drought of this season was in a decay- 
ing condition. The house in which these cases of fever occurred, was situat- 
ed on the side of one of these acclivities, considerably higher than the 
other two, ‘The rarefied air from the swamp rising to where the atmos- 
phere was more dense, from its bigher elevation, there became stationary, 
in the vicinity of this house, subjecting its inmates to its miasmatic in- 
fluence, and thereby rendering them subjects of this epidemic. gi 
Thad this year three or four cases in a family who resided near the 
north-west base of Ascutung mountain, on a table land considerably 
elevated above a deep ravine upon each side of it. This table land is 
about half a mile in width, and slopes with a gentle declivity for about 
a mile to the valley of Millbrook, a stream rising in the west, part of 
Reading, and after running an easterly course of about eighteen miles, 
falls into the Connecticut river at Windsor. This house. is situated 
many feet higher than any other in the neighborhood, and is within a 
few rods of the foot of the mountain which here rises very abruptly, 
and which was formerly covered with a dense growth of evergreen, 
principally hemlock and spruce ; but within a few years past many acres 
of this woodland had been overrun by fire, so that the next year after 
the fire nearly the whole of the trees would fall to the ground, and 
there undergo rapid decay. During the drought of this year, the fire 
run over many hundred acres of the mountain adjacent to this dwelli 
the immense quantity of timber.of which was left to rot upon the ground. 
From the nature of the ground, it being covered with moss, it was 
fitted to retain. moisture during the year, except in the heat of summer, 
when this abundant accumulation of vegetable matter underwent rapid 
decay. This house and extensive farm was owned and occupied by an 
opulent farmer and stock grower, whose numerous buildings were kept 
in the neatest.and most cleanly condition, and the good housewife was 
4 model of neatness, The family had resided on this. spot for more than 
thirty years, indeed. from, the first, clearing .of the farm, had reared 
ifteen out of sixteen. children, and had scarce a day of sickness until a 
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year or two previous to the occurrence of this epidemic. | Some cases 
of fever’had a year or two back occurred in the family, and now three 
or four of them were down with epidemic ; and what appeared very 
singular to every one, every hired man who engaged there for the sea- 
gon; for the next ‘ten or twelve years, was subject to and underwent a 
severe and malignant course of fever. Not one escaped. | dy 
Now there was nothing about the premises that could be suspected 
of being the efficient cause of these cases of fever, which made their 
annual appearance. For myself, I have supposed this cause to have 
beet a miasm or malaria arising from the decaying vegetable matter 
upon the side of the mountain, which had been overrun by fire as 
before stated ; that those members of the family who had not had the 
fever'had become acclimated ; and that every new comer who came to 
stay through the summer, was, about the middle of July, attacked as 
before stated. And the manner in which this was brought about, I have 
thought was as follows. ‘The summit of this mountain is about three 
thousand feet above its base ; of course the air upon its top is cold and 
dense, even in midsummer, and has a tendency, from its density, to seek 
the valley below, where, meeting with air of a higher temperature, it be- 
comes itself rarefied, and again rises ; and this process, I take it, is con- 
stantly going on in summer, on the sides of all mountains. In this way 
I have supposed the malaria was brought within the neighborhood of 
this family; and that other families, situated lower down in the valley, 
were secure from the malarious influence of this descending mountain 
current of air, loaded with miasm, by its being rarefied by the warmth 
of the valley, and therefore rising before it reached their dwellings. | ‘The 
proximate or exciting causes were probably such asin all other cases 
bring into play the deleterious influences, which, without the aid of these, 
in many cases would still remain powerless. oor, 
~ { will now say a word in relation to the treatment pursued in this 
epidemic. In my own practice, the use of the lancet was discarded 
wholly, except in one case, in which the symptoms partook more of an 
inflammatory character. In most cases the first passages were cleared 
in the outset. Then a mild, expectant, non-disturbing plan was put- 
sued, vigilantly watching the approach of visceral disease, and promptly 
eombating it with suitable remedies. Mercurials were never used, but 
when local disease of the biliary organs clearly indicated their use. ‘To 
answer this purpose, alterative doses of blue pill were preferred to the 
mild muriate of mercury. 'The practice of administering 15 or 20 grains 
of calomel, or even 10, to patients in low typhus, who seem to be va- 
cillating between life and death, I cannot but think is very reprehensible, 
and too often prostrates: the little strength left to the patient, and hastens 
' In the third and fourth week, or still later, a mild nutritious diet, and 
tonics, were much to be relied upon. ‘The compound decoction of bark, 
when fever had wholly subsided, was generally given, with much benefit. 
But in this epidemic I found, as I have often done since, Fowler’s ar- 


senecal solution of immense benefit as a tonic. It was given, ‘during cn 
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valescence, in doses of from four to six drops, from three to four 
times in twenty-four hours, variously combined with other remedial 
agents. Opium in various forms was, in the latter stages of the disease, 
administered with great advantage, and could hardly be dispensed’ with. 
Following this course of treatment, the outlines of which are merely 
sketched, of about fifty cases one only proved fatal; and that an old 
lady of ninety years of age, who died on the twenty-first day of the 
disease. And here I will remark, that in these fifty cases, no one was 
under the age of 15 or 16 years. 
In 1827 and 1828 a new feature was noticed in our continued fevers. 
This consisted in a painful swelling of one of the lower limbs, which 
occurred during the latter period of the disease. About a dozen cases 
occurred in my practice, ‘and all of these in male adults. . Nothing’ of 
this sort had ever before been noticed by me in fevers. Professor! N. 
Smith, in his work on typhus, had merely mentioned that a swelling of 
the lower limbs sometimes takes place in consequence of a want of 
proper action in the absorbent vessels. But the cases above alluded to 
put on every appearance of phlegmasia dolens. Indeed, | could see 
nothing in them that differed from that painful affection, to. which. lying- 
in women are sometimes subject. ‘The same location of pain and twme- 
faction, the same paleness and elasticity of the skin, the same inability 
of motion, and the same obstinacy in yielding to remedial. measures, 
characterized the one as the other. These patients all ultimately te- 
covered, but many of them were troubled for years with chronic swell- 
ings of the limbs, and several of them had superficial ulcers in those 
limbs, that were difficult to heal, and when healed were very apt to 
break out afresh. A similar affection was noticed in Europe, | believe 
for the first time in 1826, by Drs. Graves, Stokes, and others. Dr. 
Graves, in allusion to a case he had in 1837, observes, that by a careful 
examination we shall be able to discover.some essential difference; be- 
tween this disease and phlegmasia dolens ; but the distinctions he. has 
enumerated, I think, could not have been observed in the cases I treated 
in 1827, as I then carefully noticed and recorded the appearances; and 
could not then see, nor can I now recollect, any essential. difference. in. 
~ An epidemic fever prevailed pretty extensively in this; vicinity, in 
1831, in which the abdominal viscera were ‘principally engaged, espe- 
cially the mucous coats of the intestines. The fever seemed tobe ofa 
‘Nervous character, which ina few days after its accession was,,ac- 
companied by a diarrhcea, which rendered the treatment very. difficult 
and perplexing. | Depletory measures’ were: out’ of the question, Ca- 
thartics, even of the mildest kind, could not be used with, any. advan- 
tage, as they uniformly. rendered ‘the case more difficult. to manage. 
This seemed to arise. from an’ inflammation; of the mucous’ membrane 
of the digestive tube, ending in ulceration, and, in fatal. cases, probably 
In perforation of the intestines. In. thei commencement of the, disease, 


rated James's. powder, solution’ of nitrate of potash; 
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‘adapted to the mitigation of the disease. At the same time, mucila- 
ginous drinks and a very bland diet were necessary. Blistering and fo- 
‘mentations to the bowels were frequently resorted to. 


- In the advanced stages of the disease, when the strength was sinking 
under the discharge and the more active inflammatory action had passed 
off, when the pulse was getting low and feeble, it became necessary 
to use astringents to check the diarrhoea and relieve the patient from its 
‘prostrating effects. For this purpose gum catechu was often given in 
solution. The chalk mixture, with blue mass, ground together in a mor- 
tar to a fine powder, was found to answer a valuable purpose, especially 
when any lesion of the liver indicated its use. The acetate of lead and 

jum, in doses of two grains of the former to one fourth of a grain 


‘of the latter, were given with the happiest effect. 


. By thus carefully managing these cases, it was seldom that one 


‘proved fatal; and when that was the result, I think, if post-mortem 


examinations had been gone into, perforation of the coats of the intes- 
‘tines would have often been found. Indeed, these cases seemed to be 
what, in more modern times, has been called dothinenteritis ; and so far 
as I am able to judge from observation, the glandular lesion is ‘a conse- 
quence of the general disease, rather than that the fever is the result 
of the primary affection of the glands. | 
In the summer and fall of 1840, I had the care of about fifteen cases 
of fever, every one cf which had pneumonitis combined with it. The 
pneumonitis would supervene from the fourth to the tenth day of the 
general fever. There would be pain in the chest, difficult breathing, 
cough and bloody expectoration, for five, seven or ten days, when these 
symptoms would subside, and the continued fever go on as usual; the 
bowels would also soon become tympanitic, and perhaps a diarrhcea set 
im. Nearly all of these cases proved severe and difficult to manage. 
Yet all of them terminated in recovery. From the typhoid state of the 
fever I did not think proper to practise venesection in any case. _Blister- 
ing, counter-irritation and expectorants, succeeded in bringing about a 
resolution of the inflammation of the lungs, when lesions of the digestive 
organs in most of the cases followed. | . 

_ When tympanitis supervenes in the first part of the disease, and seems 
to depend upon inflammation of the mucous membranes of the intes- 
tines, it should, I take it, be treated on antiphlogistic principles but 
when it occurs in an advanced period of the fever, when the patient is 
in’a low state and the mucous membranes are in an asthenic condition, 
then stimulants seem to be called for; and in this condition of things 
turpentine may be administered with evident benefit. But I have of late 
years obtained the most speedy relief for the suffering patient by introduc 
ing mto the rectum a large gum-elastic tube, by which means a large 
‘quantity of gas is allowed to escape, and instant relief is afforded. 
«As an evidence that malaria arising from putrefying vegetable matter is 
commonly the efficient cause of our continued fevers, I will relate, in a8 
‘brief @ menner as possible, some circumstances that have. come under 
my ion. In the summer ‘of 1844, during seyere drought, a 
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pond in Wethersfield became for a few days dry, and an unusual quantity 
of vegetable and animal matter, such as lily pods, aquatic weeds, and 
slime, were left exposed toa hot sun. The stench from this source was 
almost suffocating to those who passed by. A dwelling house stood a 
very few rods from the pond, and had been occupied almost time out of 
mind, by one family and their descendants, until a year or two before 
this occurrence. ‘The cow-yard was on the margin of this pond, and a 
lad, 14 or 15 years old, was accustomed to go there to milk the cows, 
night and morning. For two or three days after the pond became dry, 
the stench, whenever he went to milk, was found by him so great that 
considerable nausea was produced, and the last time he went he was imme- 
diately taken with vomiting, went to the house, took his bed, and typhus 
in its worst form brought him to the very verge of the grave, but from 
which he finally recovered. A sister came from New Hampshire to take 
the care of him, and was attacked with the same malignant disease ; 
and then two other sisters shared the same misfortune. ‘These four cases 
in old times would have been called nervous putrid fever. The fever 
continued some thirty days in each case. Typhoid delirium prevailed in’ 
each. The muscles of the jaws and those of deglutition almost wholly 
lost their power to act. In two of the patients the hearing was wholly 
lost for many days, and one of the girls was not known to utter any 
vocal sound for eleven days. Picking at the bed-clothes and other 
imaginary objects was noticed in three of the cases. Yet all of them 
ultimately recovered. 

In a small village some eight.miles from me, for some years past, 
typhus has prevailed in a very malignant form. Through this village 

ere run two small brooks, large enough to turn machinery, and in the 
village areno less than six or seven dams thrown across them. The ponds 
thus produced are often, in a dry time, left bare of water, and are no 
doubt in my mind the source of these fevers. 

The question now naturally arises, are these fevers contagious? For. 
_ myself, 1 am compelled, from more than thirty years of extensive prac- 
tice, to answer in the affirmative. Not in the same degree, however, 
as some of the exanthematous diseases, but in certain situations and under. 
certain circumstances they do unqner become so. Watchers 
who attend the sick for a night only, and then leave the infected 
house, perhaps seldom contract the disease; but nurses who have not 

e been accustomed to breathe the pestilential atmosphere of a fever 

ward or room, and are then obliged to be constantly with the sick, in 
crowded apartments, for a week or two, do undoubtedly often get the 
disease by contagion. Numerous facts have come under my notice, 
which confirm the truth of the contagiousness of typhus fever beyond a 
doubt in my mind. | 

From my long intercourse with. the sick, and from the many oppor-_ 
tunities [ have had of observing patients in fever under various circum- 
stances and in all conditions, I have become convinced of the truth of 
the double origin of typhus fever—that by malaria, and that by conta- 
gion in certain crowded situations, where the pestilence appears to be in 
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With a few general remarks, I shall close. Fevers, which prevail in 
summer and autumn, either sporadically or in the form of an epidemic, 
seem to be affections of the whole system, yet combined with various 
local lesions or visceral disease ; and the main object of the practitioner 
in treating them, is to guard against the danger arising from these local 
affections. Who among us has seen much danger arise in fevers, unless 
from these local affections ? such as cerebral, thoracic, gastric, enteric, 
hepatic, neuralgic, or other lesions, which, superadded to the general 
disease, are fraught with so much danger to life, and so often lay the 


fair fabric of man in ruins. Hence the great impropriety of treating 


fevers upon one general plan. For myself I have never found, even 
in the same epidemics, two cases of fever exactly resembling each other, 
Should, then, the treatment be the same? Should the practitioner ex- 
pect to cure all these varying cases by bleeding, by cathartics, by calo- 
mel, or by any other particular remedy? Would he not act more 
wisely and consistently by varying his remedial measures, and adapting 
them to the exigences of the case? He who pays the strietest atten- 
tion in watching for these local affections, in his treatment of fevers, 
who sees them when they arise, and adapts his remedies to their re- 
moval, I think gives his patient the greatest chance to recover. 


-A very different mode of treatment from that which I have here en- 


deavored to point out, emanating from a former high authority in this 

State, and followed by many practitioners, I have often seen, but have 

neither time nor inclination here to notice further. 
Brownsville, Vt., October 11, 1847. — 


EXTERNAL USE OF CHLOROFORM. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Sir,—In a single instance I have made use of the chloroform externally, 


and with satisfactory results. ‘The particulars of the case I will relate. — 
Mr. W., of this place, while harvesting ice, on the 16th inst., acci- 
dentally plunged the hook with which he was hauling the blocks, into 


the fleshy part of the fore-arm, about midway from the wrist to the 


elbow, and over the radius. The wound bled profusely, until he ap- 
plied the other hand to it, when there immediately occurred considerable’ 


infiltration into the cellular tissue, so that by the time he reached my 


office, which was within three minutes’ walk, there was much tumefac-’ 
tion. The radial nerve seemed to be in some way implicated, either 


by the effused blood or the penetrating instrument, as he was unable 


to move the thumb and first two fingers, or allow them to be moved, 
in consequence of the excruciating pain that the movement occasioned, 


some two or three inches above the wound. The ring finger was less 


implicated, and the little finger scarcely at all affected—showing that 


the ulnar nerve was not encroached upon. ‘This condition of things re- 
mained for several days, and in the mean time I directed the use of a 
stimulating liniment over the painful part, without amendment, until 
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Monday, the 21st, when I suggested to him to call upon me in the 
evening, and I would try an application of the chloroform. I dropped 
upon his arm about a drachm of the chloroform, which evaporated very 
speedily without any manifest effect. I was then obliged to be absent 
for about an hour. Upon my return I found him waiting for me at my 
office, to show me the surprising effects of the remedy. He had re- 
covered entirely the use of the hand and fingers, and with the excep- 
tion of a slight inconvenience over the lower part of the radius, he 
could perform every motion without the least pain. I applied the 
chloroform to this part, by means of a piece of surgeon’s lint moistened, 
over which I applied oiled silk to prevent evaporation. Perhaps a 
piece of bladder would have answered this purpose better. The next 
morning, and to this time, all traces of this painful implication of the nerve 
have been removed, and there only remains a slight weakness of the limb 
—the common result of a wound, probably, rather than the effect of the 
application of the chloroform. 

he idéa of its external application was first suggested to me by the 
benumbing effect it produced upon the lips of a lady, to whom I gave 
it upon a sponge, without an thaler, lasting twenty-four hours. Since 
using it in the case of Mr. W., I have met with the suggestion of Dr. 
Warren in the appendix to the re-print of Prof. Simpson’s pamphlet, 
concerning its external use “in the way of friction in rheumatic, neu- 
ralgic, and other local pains.” B. H. T. 


Concord, N. H., Feb. 28, 1848. | 


BOTANICO-MEDICAL LECTURES IN BOSTON. 
‘To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. | 


Dear Sir,—We of the West, are the last.men in the world to object 
to the freedom of thought and speech, or the go-a-head-ativeness, of 
any one in the conscientious discharge of what he conceives to be hts 
duty. We are therefore glad to see you come out boldly and_ notice 
our operations in Bromfield street.* We doubt not, however, that you 
will not only allow us, but be pleased to have us put you right m your 
rail-car course, whenever we find the flanges of your locomotive bound- 
ing from the track. In the first place, you will please not to call us 
by any sectarian name. It might associate us with, or require us to de- 
fend, principles which we repudiate, and suppose us to approve of 
Some part of the conduct of men with which conduct we can have 
no cordial fellowship. _We teach some doctrines that ‘Thomson taught, 
and use some remedies that he. used. So we teach some doctrines that . 
Rush taught, and that Watson, Hall, Chapman, Dunglison, Paine, Bige-' 
low and Holmes teach, and use some articles they use ; but we do not’ 
teach all the doctrines or practices of any of these gentlemen, and there-' 


* See last week’s Journal, page 123, | me 
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fore do not wish to be called after the names of any. We teach the 


truth of all, and reject the errors of all, “according (of course) to the 
best of our ability.” We profess to be physicians—teachers of the 
true principles of medical science—practitioners of the true healing art. 
We are willing to be judged by facts and arguments, but not by associa- 
tion with anything already supposed to be condemned. ‘That we are 
Close to the Journal office, is a most fortunate circumstance. We 
always love to get as near as possible to the light. We expect to de- 
rive great benefit from this favorable proximity. 

If the Worcester men have gained to themselves an enviable position, 
in the good wishes of our friend Dr. Smith, and others, we have no 
right to claim any merit or privileges on that account; and if they have 
neglected or done, anything they should not, we hope not to be judged 
by their failings or transgressions. As to ourcoming “ to loggerheads,” 
we are happy to allay your fears on that score, for we quarrel with no 
one for difference of opinion ; and it cannot be said that we have tres- 

ed on the Worcester mens’ pre-emption rights, unless it can be 
proved that they own the Bromfield square, and have been appointed 
special guardians for the free inhabitants of the whole “city of notions,” 
and of all the terra firma of the Pilgrims. 

If they enter the political arena, we have no right to complain, but 
our kingdom is not of that world—our object is to correct error and 


disseminate truth, irrespective of names, sects or parties. Of course you. 


who love truth, have no reason to fear us, whether we “ talk loud or 
low.” Our object 7s a benevolent one; and our ambition to do good, 
is not confined to any one class. While we would enlighten our Thom- 
sonian friends in the thing that they need, we will just as cheerfully 
help our friend Dr. Chapman to get out of the “ Dedalian labyrinth 

of medical science, in which he says he is “ groping like Homer’s Cy- 


clops round his cave.”. We would gladly assist him in his efforts “ to. 


harmonize the contrarieties of medical doctrines,” to remove that ‘ab. 


surdity; contradiction and falsehood,” which characterize its principal 
doctrines, and ‘to revolutionize medicine, and give to it that new di- 
rection,” and bring into it those great improvements which it so impe- 
riously demands. . | 
_ We would cheerfully assist Professor Paine in his efforts to establish 
the important doctrines of vital action, which he now sees only “as 
men like trees, walking,” but which he feels confident must exist. We 


would remove from Professor Bigelow the painful necessity of exclaiming, 


in. the fullness of his pouelage and the honesty of his heart, that 
‘ medicine, in regard to some of its professed and most important ob- 


jects [the cure of disease], is still an ineffectual speculation”! We 
would rejoice to be the instruments of furnishing to our friend, Dr. Smith, 
a key to the true science of medicine, and the practice of the only 
healing art, which would enable him, as an editor, to separate truth from 
error, and save him from publishing, under the sanction of names, inst 

ph gy and arguments, much that will perpetrate injury instead of doing © 


It is wrong to “ suppose” that all men of any class are 
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“equally stupid,” and we thank friend Smith for his determination to 
ive us a hearing, and to treat us according to our merits. ap 
Boston, March 10, 1848. “© CHANCELLOR.” * 


THE USE OF MECHANICAL SUPPORT, CONTRASTED WITH OTHER 
TREATMENT, IN PROLAPSUS UTERI. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.} 


Ir is under this head, that 1 propose to consider the use of mechanical 
support. By mechanical support, 1 mean that support which is derived 
from the various contrivances of the present day, and used for that 
purpose, no matter what appellation they assume. I believe it to be. no 
uncommon thing, in the treatment of this affection, for physicians, as 
soon as they discover the existence of this disorder, to recommend me- 
chanical support. In my opinion, nothing can be more injurious, m the 
commencement of the disease, than this mode of treatment. It. is 
known to all physicians what unbounded praise every proprietor or in- 
ventor of these instruments bestows upon their use, in every state and 
stage of this disorder. If it is only this disease, say they, use this .ab- 
dominal supporter, or that lace, or a pessary, and you have a. specific. 
Not only the inventor lauds, but every vender ; and to back their recom- 
mendations, whether they do it personally or by advertisement, they ap- 
nd the certificate of some eminent physician or professor of midwifery. 
e of these certificates unquestionably are genuine; and it is Jament- 
able that they are so, for it throws their testimony in favor of an instru- 
ment, without any qualification respecting its use, or by, whom it should 
be recommended. I take such certificates as appear in the medical 
journals, appended to the advertisements of such instruments as are ad- 
vertised, to be genuine. I do not object wholly to the. use of ‘such 
means in treating this disease, but I do strongly object to this indiscrimi- 
nate use of mechanical support. 
If I rightly understand the object for which mechanical support is 
used in this disorder, it is this, viz., to keep the displaced organ in its 
natural position, until the cause or circumstance which induced the dis- 
order has been removed or has subsided, and the parts have become healthy 
and remain in a natural state. Now can this generally be accom- 
plished by such means? I think not; and rarely, | believe, would such 
means be required, if the case was rightly managed in the first stage, 
In recent cases, I proscribe this treatment wholly—and it is only in’ those 
cases of long standing, where the parts have become thickened, ‘and ac- 
customed to the unnatural position, that this mode of management is of 
any avail. Here, unquestionably, it palliates, and . assists| the patient, 
in locomotion, ‘There are cases where permanent cure, ; by: neglect or 
mismanagement in the first. place, was nat effected, and the constant use 
support renders it indispensable. In’ such cases only, do1deem 
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relaxation of the ligaments of the uterus ; 2d, relaxation of the vagina. 
The first, as James says, allows the uterus to descend, the last permits 
the parts’ to receive it. The operation of the pessary, in this. disease, is 
to lessen the weight of the uterus upon the ligaments, and thus permit 
them to regain their native strength. In order for this instrument to 
accomplish, this, it must be firmly fixed in the vagina. An one ca 
rceive, if this be done, the vagina must be distended, while it ought to 
be contracted. ‘The weight of the instrument (no matter of what it 
may be constructed) and the distension that it produces, will create 
many of the unpleasant symptoms of the disorder itself. ‘The distension 
of this mstrument produces irritation in the lining membrane of the 
vagina’; and’ if worn for a considerable period of time, it produces per- 
manent’ dilatation. The anterior pressure from this instrument is often 
$0 great “as to cause strangury—posteriorly, as to induce’ constipation, 
flatuleticy, and not unfrequently hemorrhoids. Consequently, when we 
find the system laboring under local and general irritability, with general 
debility: ‘and local relaxation, as is most commonly the case in this: dis- 
order, wé find the pessary operating very unphilosophically. It increases 
irritability, which should be lessened, and produces distension where there 
should be’contraction.- It is much the same withthe other instruments 
used as supporters in this disorder. It is true that the abdominal supporter 
‘does not' operate ‘precisely as the pessary, i. e. in its local effect, though in 
its general operation itis much ‘the same. It is impossible to use mechan- 
ical. support ‘without confining muscular action, and you cannot: do 
this without producing debility. ‘This I believe to be a physiological ax- 
iom. |The ‘abdominal supporter confines the abdominal muscles—bring- 
ing on or inducing irregular action of the bowels—thus inducing dyspep- 
sia, with a host of nervous symptoms. It is the’ same with the lace, or 
My’ mode of treating these cases is as follows.. As soon as I ascertain 
that this disorder’ exists, I adopt such constitutional remedies as are indi 
cated. If there is local irritation or inflammation, | use leeches, applied 
to the vulva or perineum, together with sedative lotions, such as lead 
water, cold water, with or without morphine as the case may seem to re- 
ire. I have'derived great’satisfaction from local applications in which 
was a solution of sulph. morphine. ‘This last seems to quiet, as'if 
by a charm, that peculiar’ uneasy irritability that accompanies this disor- 
der. ‘The above lotion may be’used either by injections, or by . 
of liner, in folds:adapted'to the vagina.’ It is important’ that when this 
disorder ‘appears for -the first time, and indeed always, the patient 
should keep'the recambent posture as. much ‘as possible. By so: doing; 
and keeping the bowels open with neutral salts, we effect all that can be 
accomplished ‘by mechanical support, without any of the deleterious con- 
sequences’ that result from'the use of such means. — If this disorder arises 
from’ relaxation’ and debility, I use ‘astringent: injections, as the  sulph. 
dlumine, ‘tannin, sulph. zincis or the acet. lead, with morphine. | ‘The last 
two | frequently combine, | mean the zinc and lead. It is essential to 
the: ‘this’ disorder, that’ perfect “rest ‘be enjoined) . ‘Som 
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I use the above articles in the form of an ointment—combining the as 
tringent and narcotic. In cases of long standing, I think this mode pre- 
ferable, as the substance remains longer in contact with the ‘parts, than 
when applied by injections. The cold hip-bath, or showering the back 
with cold water, is useful in cases where there does not exist contra-indi- 
cating symptoms. If there is general and local debility existing at the 
same time, a selection of such tonics should be made, as will promote 
both local and general vigor. On the contrary, if there is general debil- 
ity, with local congestion, irritation or inflammation, a choice should:-be 
made of such tonics as impart general tone, with the least. determination 
to the uterine system. I think any one who will follow the abovesug- 
gestions, will be satisfied with the result, and if ithe case be of recent 
standing, I will assure him he will not need the aid of mechanical support. 
Indeed, i my judgment, were the disorder rightly managed in the first 
instance, we should be rarely necessitated to use mechanical si the owe 
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BOSTON, MARCH 15, 1848. 
Progress of the Use of Chloroform.—The evidence in favor of, and 
against the use of this new anasthetic agent, is daily accumulating, and 
time and discrimination are needed to award to each the weight to which 
itis entitled. The unfavorable results in the use of any new apo 
means are pretty sure to be made known in some way, and it is well that 
they should be. In the present instance some such have undoubtedly 
occurred, and a knowledge of them should at least lead to great caution in 
the administration of an article possessing so great power over the human 
system as chloroform has shown itself to possess. The following, from the 
public papers, are specimens of ‘the kinds of evidence to which we have 
alluded. The indefinieness of the latter quotation will not be unnoticed 
1. “Dr. W. Nelson, of Montreal, performed the operation of lithotomy 
on a man aged 65 years, and who had been put under. the influence of 
chloroform. A small quantity of the fluid was poured upona piece ol lint, 
put ina fine cup-shaped sponge, and this was held over the mouth and 
nose, when in a few moments the patient was plunged into a state of com- 
plete insensibility, and so continued during the whole operation, which was 
somewhat protracted in consequence of a part of the stone crumbling down, 
it being very soft and porous. It is worthy of remark that Dr. N. per- 
formed the same operation on this man in the month of August last, and 
temoved two exceedingly hard and smooth calculi. On that occasion ether 
was used, which also had the effect of destroying the feeling and conscious- 
ness during the operation; but its application required twice as much time 
asin the present, instance, and the subsequent effects, though soon over, 
were unpleasant—~a dizziness and confusion remaining for some time after: 
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In consequence of the more speedy operation of chloroform, and being un- 
attended with any disagreeable after-symptoms, and requiring no expensive 
apparatus, with but little ingenuity for its application, we are told that 
Dr. Nelson gives it the preference over ether, and is of opinion that no 
important surgical operation should be performed without employing an 
agent that.so effectually protects the patient from those agonizing tortures 
which are experienced under the surgeon’s knife. Drs. Atnoldi and Suther- 
land assisted at the operation, and a number of medical students witnessed 
it.” 
2. “A young lady, daughter of Mr. Macdonald, a baker in Catharine 
street, New York, recently met her death in the most awful manner, from 
the use of this now fashionable but most dangerous preparation. About 
three weeks ago, the ether was employed to allay the toothache; but sub- 
sequently the sufferer was supposed to die, from what cause does not 
appear. The apparent death, however, was only a trance, or protracted 
swoon ; for, on opening the coffin a day or two ago, the unfortunate girl 
had turned round upon her face, and in her agony and desperation had 
actually destroyed two of her fingers, on recovering from her temporary 
death f ether. The Coroner’s investigation should elicit the fact as to 
who prescribed a remedy which produced this most frightful result.” 


Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane.—Those who have visited this 
institution, will recollect that the exterior of the cluster of edifices belonging 
to the establishment constitutes an imposing architectural sight. There is 
a grandeur and quiet beauty belonging to the place, which are not found 
connected with other public structures in Philadelphia. Possibly the 
charitable object to which the whole is devoted, exerts an influence on the 
mind, Dr. Kirkbride, the physician, in his late report to the Board of 
Managers, has left no subject, leditimatsly connected with the doings of the 
hospital wisely confided to him, at all neglected. Since the last official 
document, 240 have been admitted, and 213 discharged or died. . More 
room is wanted—and that is the case in every hospital for lunatics in the 
nation. The fact is an alarming one, since it shows an'unexpected amount 
of insanity in the country. After detailing the improvements already com- 
pleted, and particularly speaking of the advantages derived from heatin 
the buildings with hot water, Dr. Kirkbride proceeds to such. statisti 
matters as are worthy of public record. In 1847, 111 patients were cured, 
and 29 died; one of these had eo fifty-six years two months and ten 
days in the two branches of the Penn. Hospital, and must, therefore, have 
been under the care of the illustrious Dr. Rush, in his day. A child, only 
three years old, was brought to Dr. K. for advice, with decided symptoms 
of insanity, from a fright. Another curious case, was that of a gentleman, 
of great private worth and distinguished for his scientific acquirements, but 
deaf and dumb from birth, who was also deranged. Is not this the first 
ease of the kind on record? A course of lectures was given the past 
season, to the patients, on various scientific and literary topics, with the 
best effects. It was a discovery, of immense importance in the management 
of the insane, that the presentation of new facts, and great and essential 
truths, is really among the appropriate means of restoring the wandering 
or disturbed esis of the ait. All the expenses of the Hospital the past 
year, were $39,514 48; and the net receipts, $34,247 40. Average num- 
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ber of patients, 185—-average cost per week for each, $4,13. Whole 
amount expended for free patients in 1847, $8,375 64. It is evident, from 
the report, that the hospital is admirably conducted, on a liberal scale, 
without stint, and yet on strictly economical principles ; and the institution 
is an honor to the State of Pennsylvania. : 


Light, Caloric and Electricity.—Messrs. Ticknor and Co. have sent us 
a series of learned dissertations, under the modest arrangement of three 
letters, addressed to Samuel Jackson, M.D., of Philadelphia, and published 
by Grigg, Elliot & Co., of that city. The author is C. Campbell Cooper, 
who has taken hold of a difficult subject with the fearless grasp of a 
giant, conscious of his strength. It requires a peculiar kind of mental 
organization, to analyze the physical characters of the mighty agents which 
this philosopher has taken in hand. He is so deep and thorough in ar- 
gument, that those only whose train of thought flows in the same direction, 
can appreciate his efforts. His arguments are not only in accordance with 


the modern schools of inductive philosophy, but something more—for 


Mr. Cooper dips down into the unknown, and draws thence inferences and 
suggestions, as startling as they are important. Were this strictly a medi- 
cal book, we should know better how to approach it; but addressed, as it 
is, to the understandings of the highest class of general philosophers, it is 
unnecessary to do more than acknowledge our thanks for a copy, as a 
specimen of the intellectual vigor and activity of the author. 


The Human Brain.—Messrs. Lea & Blanchard, with their accustomed 
activity in re-publishing standard works, have just brought out an octavo 
volume on the human brain, its structure, physiology and diseases, with a 
description of the typical forms of the brain in the animal kingdom, by 
Samuel Solly, F.R.S., from the second London edition, with 118 wood en- 
gravings. The eleven Parts into which the book is divided, embrace 
structural anatomy, comparative anatomy, protective apparatus, weight of the 
human brain, configuration of the encephalon, dissection of the human brain 
and spinal cord, cerebral nerves, vessels employed in the cerebral cireula- 
tion, development of the brain, physiology of the cerebro-spinal axis, and 
diseases of the brain. The amount of information brought together in an 
orderly form in this treatise is truly large and valuable, and well worthy 
the studious care of medical men—to whom we recommend it, with a con- 
viction that those who examine it with attention, will be instructed as well 
as gratified. | 


Memoranda on Anatomy, Physiology and Surgery.—Pocket companions 
are sometimes preferable to any other. This one, which is a neat little 


affair, is intended particularly for students preparing for examinations, and 


will therefore be in request about these days. The author is Mark Noble 


‘Bower, who appears familiar with the subjects introduced. Many who 


ave passed the terrible ordeal of an examination for a degree, would have 
been thankful for this pocket friend to peep into just as the crisis approached, 


‘It contains the whole in'a small space, and may be relied upon for its atcu- 


racy and adaptation to the real wants of a medical. student, to say nothing 
of those who imagine themselves beyond the och oa of text books. 


S. S. & W. Wood, of New York, are the publ 
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Marine Hospital Fund.—From the Boston Traveller we learn that ‘the 
following sums have been collected in the Port of Boston, for the maiv- 
tenance of sick and disabled seamen, from Jan. 1, 1932, to Jan. 1, 1848, 
“ By a law of Congress, twenty cents a month is retained from the wages 
of sailors employed in American vessels, as an offset to their chance of be- 
ing at some future day an expense to the Government at the Marine Hos- 
pitals. No hospital money was collected from March 31st, 1837, to April 
1st, 1838, in consequence of an act of Congress to that effect :—18932, 
$8,276 99; 1833, 9,167 24; 1834, 9,124 12; 1835, 9,242 19; 1836, 
10,011 47; first three months of 1837, 1,409 11—last nine months of 
1838, 3,686 58—5,095 69; 1839, 8,293 22; 1840, 8,900 01; 1841, 
9,528 64; 1842, 8698 66; 1843, 7,014 01; 1844, 9,983 97; 1846, 
9,901 00; 1846, 9,882 20; 1847, 11,810 08. Total, $134,928 49. 


7 Quackery in the Sale of Pills.—Sir James Clark, well known as a 
‘medical man of high standing in London, and Physician to the Queen, has 
lately applied at the Rolls Court for an injunction to restrain a certain che- 
mist from selling patent pills, which he is in the habit of advertising as 
“ Sir James Clarke’s Consumptive Pills.” It was contended by the plain- 
tiff that the pills were not only found to be composed of articles injurious 
in consumptive complaints, but that his reputation and practice were injut- 
ed by the supposition that he was engaged in the manufacture and sale of 
a quack medicine. The Master of the Rolls, however, thought he had no 
jurisdiction to interfere. The injury done to Sir James, if any, was one 
of the taxes imposed on men of eminence. The application was therefore 
refused. [t is intimated in the Lancet, however, that the matter will not 
stop here, but that Government will be appealed to for the adoption of mea- 
‘sures which will effectually reach every similar case of fraud. = : 


_ Longevity of Ministers.—The Christian Watchman says that—“ Of the 
forty-six Baptist ministers whose deaths have been registered as having 
occurred in the United States during the past year, the aggregate ages of 
twenty is 1651 years; or ‘an average of eighty-two and a half years each. 
That is, nearly one half of the ministers of this denomination who have 
deceased during the year, have lived to seventy years and upwards, eleven 
hhave lived to eighty and upwards, three have lived to over ninety years, 
and one, the venerable Harvey, reached the age of one hundred and eleven 
years. 


Death by use of Water drawn through Lead Pipe—The Barre. Patriot 
records the death of Mr. Edson Higley, of Templeton, caused by. the 
use of water drawn through a lead pipe. The death of his wife, which 
-occurred two or three years ago, was attributed by some to the same cause. 


Instrument for the Administration of Clloroform.—Exasmus Wilson, 
celebrated surgeon of London, gives the following account of an instrument 


the has used for the inhalation of chloroform. is 
“The instrument consists of a dome-shaped mask, which encloses’ the 
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nose and mouth, and of'a cylinder, about two inches long, by one inch 
and a half in diameter, which projects from its front. ‘Tite mask fits ac- 
curately to the surface of the face, accommodating itself to all. irregulari- 
ties of form, by means of a rim of flexible metal, nicely padded, and admit- 
ting of an adjustment that completely prevents the admission of air between 
the instrument and skin. During inspiration, therefore, the air passes 
through the cylinder, while in expiration it escapes through a circular 
opening in the upper part of the mask, this aperture being provided 
with a valve of the most simple, but effectual kind, composed of vul- 
canized caoutchouc. ‘The cylinder is furnished with three metal plates, 
pierced with small openings; one of these plates is placed at the mask-end 
of the cylinder; another at the distance of three quarters of an inch from 
the first and the third, which forms part of a moveable cap at its distal end. 
The space or compartment between the first and second pierced plates 
is furnished with two check plates, which ;prevent the chloroform or ether 
from dropping on the face of the patient, in whatever position: the in- 
strument may be held, while the space between the two outer pierced plates 
is the chamber for the reception of the sponge saturated with its fluid. 
The cylinder is, moreover, furnished with a, moveable cap, which admits 
of the addition of fresh chloroform or ether to the sponge whenever may 


Dr. Ware's Discowrses on Medical Education, §-c.—The London Lancet 
has a favorable notice, with copious extracts; of the work of Prof. Ware, 
of ~~ city, published last year. The following are ‘the concluding re- 
_ “ These discourses are evidently the work of an accomplished writer, 
and one imbued with a laudable zeal to elevate and support the character 


of the medical profession and its professors.” 


_ New Parisian Hospital.—Some. time back, the Municipal Council of 
Paris determined on the building of a new hospital. This determination 
is now in course of being carried out, by the erection of a large hospital 
called Hopital Louis-Phillippe, in the Faubourg. Poissonniere,at. the south 
of the city. It will consist of eight groups of buildings, six to be devoted 
to the reception of patients, the remaining two to the officials of the mid 
lishment. The portion set, apart, for patients, will be two stories in height, 
with attics. The hospital will be furnished with a large court and gar 

and it is intended to make a plantation. around, it. In England the con- 
struction and support of new hospitals is left to the uncertainty and imefit- 
ciency of voluntary contributions; and London, although so much the 
larger, affords less hospital accommodation than Paris—London Lancet. 
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To Webber's paper on Epidemic Catarth, and that of S. E. R. on 


Dentistry, have been received. 
Report of Deaths in Boston—for the week éuding March 52.—Males, 29—fernsles, 
Stillborn, 4." Of consumption, 12—typhus fever. 6— “tun fever, 3—brain fever, 1—seatlet fever; 
2—marasmins, 1—croup, 2—disease of the heart, S-—disease. of the. lungs, 1—diseuse. of the 
bed, 3-~ald age, 1--newsaigia, 1—cancer, tecth- 
nder .5 years, Sand 2 20 and 40: years, 17—between 40 
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Medical Miscellany.—In Boston, saye the Traveller, the deaths for the month of 
February last, were 266. For February, 1847, 237. Increase 29. As compared with 
1847, there has been an increase of deaths from consumption, and a decrease by typhus 
fever. Fatal cases of smallpox are unusually rare this year, but such as have occurred 
: | are represented as being very malignant.—A very malignant furm of fever is said to be 
at present prevalent in Danbury, Coun. From twenty-five to thirty have died, and 

there are at present ten or fifteen cases —A London paper says that an old man, up- 
wards of eighty, applied the other day to the Clifton overseers for a charity loaf fur his 
ther, who was 102 years of age.—An inquest has been held, near Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, upon the body of a girl, fifieen years of age, named Greener, who died under the 
influence of chloroform, administered to allay sensibility while her great toe-nail was 
being taken off. The jury returned the following verdict: “ We are unanimously of 
opinion that the deceased Hannah Greener, died from congestion of the lungs from the 
effect of chloroform.”—Dr. Simpson, of Edinburgh, the discoverer of chloroform, has 
been notified to be in readiness to wait upon Queen Victoria, who soon expects to be 
confined.—No. 3, of Vol. X., of Mr. Fowler's American Phrenvlogical Journal, is pub- 
lished. He is racy and original, as usual—A very accurate miniature engravi 
of Dr. Warren, from a daguerreotype by that admirable artist, John A. Whipple, is on 
sale at the bookstores.—Dr. Alfred Hitchcock, of Ashby, Mass., a member of the legis- 
lature, by mistake was announced, some months since, as being dead. The error was 
in mistaking his name for that of his brother, who was accidentally killed on the Fall R. 
Railroad, some time since.—A board of Medical Examiners, for appointments and 
motions in the medical staff of the U. S. Army, will convene for business in New York 
the first of May, and sit till about the middle of June. Why not assemble once in 
Boston ?— Patrick Murphy, an Irishman, died while undergoing a surgical operation, ia 
New York, and being at the time under the influence of chloroform, his death was by 
some charged tu it. The case, however, admits of some doubt.—In the advertisement 
list of the London Times it is common to meet with evidences of the extensive applica- 
tion of chlorvform in obstetric cases—as follows: “ On the 27th of January, in Soho 
square (under chloroform) Mrs. Lewis Hertslet of a son.” In one case, also, the fol- 
lowing appeared : “On the 19th ult., at Rotherhithe (in the unconsciousness of mes- 
meric sleep, induced by Mr. Chandler), the wife of Mr. Thomas Moas of a son.”—We 
learn from Prague that great mortality has been causcd there by typhus fever. The 
ravages of this disease have increased the deaths to an extent out of all proportion to 
the usual average. From the 16th of December, 1846, to the 16th of December, 1847, 
the deaths amounted to 5,192, being one in twenty-three of the seagate pa- 
pers state that Miss Nagel, of Broadway, New York, was put under the influence of 
chloroform by a dentist, for the purpose of extracting a tooth ; she lay lifeless for seve- 
tal hours, and was carried home in a state of insensibility. She bas since been laboring 


under prostration and paralysis of the tongue, throat, the muscles of the throat, and loss 
voice. 


RECEIVED, and the Numbers forwarded with 
promptness and precision to any part of the coun- 
try, to all American, and the principal English 
Medical and other periodical peblientions T. 
WILEY, Jr., 20 State street, late Jordan & Wiley, 


New England Agent for Braithwaite’s Retrospect, the London Lancet, and the British and Foreign 
Medico-Chirurgical Review. March 15. 


BENEFITS IN SICKNESS. 
Tue Massacuusetts Heatta Insurance Co., established in Boston, will contract to insure males 
between the ages of 16 anid 65—allowances of $4, $6 or $8 per week during sickness for any term 


ftom one to five years. Premiums payable annually. Office in Museum Building, Tremont street. 
A. L.Stimson, Secretary. THOMAS TARBELL, President. 
Dr. G. H. Lyman, Consulting Physician. | —t 


(Successor to T. MetcaLF), No.83 Tremont Row, 
Orrers to Surgeons and Dentists, the best selected assortment of Insiruments to be found in the 
in part of Amputating, Trepanning, Obstetrical, Dissecting, Strabismus, Pocket, E 

vooper’s Cases; Scarifivators, Catheters, Bougies, Stomach Pumps, Injecting do., Spring and 
,ancets, Disseciing and Dressing Scissors, Trocars, Needles, Bistouries; Dreasing, Dissecting, Poly- 
pus and Throat Forceps, Tonsil Instruments, &c.&c., of American, English and French manufacture 

Extracting Forceps, of Chevalier’s manufacture from Dr. Flage’s patterns, in-eets of 12, or sing). 
of euperior form and finish; Excavators, Barrs, Pluggers, Drilis, Files; Cutting, Splitting and Pu 
ing Forceps; Gold and Platina Plate and Wire, common and fine Bolder, Bpirel Springs, Gold and Tis 
Foil, Mingaat iu great the largest assortment to be foun: in New England), 
Grindstones, and almost every urticle ‘in the surgical or mechanical departments of 
Instruments sharpened and repaired at short notice. ; Fu 
or All — from the country shall receive careful and prompt attention 


0.—tf 


= 


| 
| 
Ve 
3 
a 
OA 
ev 
do 
so 
A 
| 
| 
| 
| 


